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K eeping you up- to-date! 

 
WASHINGTON WAVELENGTH 

February / March 
Newsletter 

I N S I D E   T H I S   I S S U E : 

From the Principal 

K  * 1 * 2 * 3 * 4 * 5 News 

Learning Commons News 

P. E. News 

Music  

Art News 

District Info. 

Important Dates 
 

• Feb. 13-PTA mtg. @ 6 
• Feb. 15-5th Grade Field Trip to 

the Beloit International Film 
Festival 

• Feb. 16-Popcorn Sale 
• Feb. 20-DQ Night 4-8 PM 
• Feb. 21-23-Parent/Teacher 

Conferences No School 
• Mar. 1-End of 2nd Trimester 
• Mar. 2-Teacher Work Day/No 

School 
• Mar. 6-Culver’s Scoopie Night 4-

8 PM 
• Mar. 8-5th Grade Sing 8:30 AM, 

2nd Grade Sing 10:00 AM, 4th 
Grade Sing 1:00 PM 

• Mar. 9-3rd Grade Sing 11:00 AM 
• Mar. 13-PTA mtg. @ 6 
• Mar. 15-Ishful Art Event 

5:30-7:30 PM 
• Mar. 16-Popcorn Sale 
• Mar. 26-Apr. 2-Spring 

Break/Staff Development Day No 
School 

 

Please like and follow our 
Facebook page. The link can be 
found on our school web page.  

 

IM P O RTA N T  EV E N T S 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 

Feb. 21 (PM) & 22 (All day) 
No School Feb. 21, 22, 23 

 

Greetings! 
 
It’s hard to believe that we’re more than half way through the school year and spring is 
right around the corner! We look forward to seeing you at parent/teacher conferences in a 
couple of weeks. Conferences are an excellent time to connect with your child’s teacher 
to discuss his or her progress and continue building the partnership between home and 
school. Keeping that line of communication open is important to us here at Washington, 
so anytime you have any questions, concerns, or compliments, don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher or me at 743 – 7205 or rconnor@janesville,k12.wi.us. 
 
We are excited to announce that we will have a P4J classroom at Washington next year! 
There will be a class in the morning and one in the afternoon.   
 
There continues to be some concerns during student drop off and pick up. Please help all 
of our students stay safe by following the drop off and pick up procedures below.  

• Please avoid parking on the corners of intersections to ease the flow of traffic. 
• Please ALWAYS have your child use the available crosswalks rather than 

crossing in the middle of the street. Children are safest when crossing at patrolled 
crosswalks. 

• The school parking lot is for visitors inside the school. Students should not be 
dropped off or picked up in the parking lot. Students should use the sidewalks 
around the school to go inside the building or to the playground. 

• Cars should not be parked in the Stop, Drop & Go zones at any time.  
 
Thanks for all of your help and support! We really appreciate it! 
 
Sincerely, 
Rob Connor 

 
 
 
 
 

Ishful Art Event 
March 15 
5:30-7:30 

Spring Break 
No School March 26-30 

Staff Professional 
Development Day  
No School April 2 

School Resumes April 3 
 

mailto:rconnor@janesville,k12.wi.us


                                      
 

 

 
 
 
   

 
In February we will be completing the assessments for trimester 2.  Please continue to practice and review – 
counting, number recognition, shapes, letters, sounds and words. 
 
Please be sure your child is dressed for winter.  Snow pants and boots are a MUST in order to play in the snow.  
They go outside unless it is below zero. 
 
For Valentine’s Day, please have your child only write his/her name on the cards, not addressed to other students.  
That makes handing out Valentines much easier.   

 
 
  Happy new year from first grade!  We are back in the routine and ready to conquer the rest of the school 
year.  First graders are working on place value, two digit addition and subtraction, and working with various graphs 
in the next couple months.  Continue working on the basic facts with your child at home.  Knowing facts by 
memory will help your child's math success now and in years to come.  We will be reading stories about rules and 
laws, animal groups, astronauts and the moon, transportation, agriculture, and Frog and Toad.  We will move from 
working with words that have short vowel patterns to long vowel patterns in the upcoming weeks.  Informative 
writing will be a focus as we integrate writing and science and social studies skills with our reading themes.  Keep 
reading each night as well as practicing the sight word flashcards. 

 
  
We have been working on solids, liquids and gases in science. We started this unit by feeling “Oobleck”. Is it a 
solid? Is it a liquid? Either way, it was pretty cool! Here’s the recipe for you to try at home:  

Oobleck ingredients 

• 1 part water 
• 1.5 to 2 parts cornstarch 
• Small amount of food coloring (optional) 
Mix ingredients 
• Start with the water in a bowl and add the cornstarch a bit at a time. 
• Keep stirring until it has a gooey consistency. You may want to use your hands. 
• When the Oobleck is just right, slowly add food coloring, if you want. This can be a challenge to get it mixed 

properly. 
• Play with it. 
 
All second graders are learning about teeth in health class. We are looking forward to our dentist visit from Dr. 
Bauwens on February 13 for Children’s Dental Health Month. 

At this time of year, many students need their supplies replenished. Please ask your child what they are in need of. 
As a classroom, we are in need of Kleenex and Clorox wipes.  

 
Upcoming Dates:  Conferences: February 21 and 22   
                                 Spring Sing: Thursday, March 8 at 10:00 
 

Reminder: 
 
Remember to pay 
school fees if you 
have not done so 

already 
($32.00/child) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Supervision
: 
 

Supervision begins 
at 8:00 a.m. outside 

before school 
starts.  For the 

safety of everyone, 
please arrive after 

8:00 a.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 
 

We have been busy in third grade!  Shortly after break, we started 
a Winter Olympics unit.  We have been learning facts about the Olympics, 
researching athletes and sports, and working in PE, with Mrs. Hintz, to 
create our own games.  We even got to play each others’ games!  We also 
had fun creating a marble track with Mrs. Biege and learned how some 
objects create more friction to slow objects down.  This STEAM activity 
went great because we learned about forces and motion in science. Third 
graders also learned about the rings and the colors in Mrs. Jannene’s art 
class.   
 

In math, we are continuing to work on our multiplication and 
division and have started our fractions unit.  We will be moving on to our 
measurement and data and geometry unit coming up. 
 

Please remember to send your child in warm winter clothing and 
feel free to send extra socks in your child’s backpack because their feet get 
wet at recess. 
 
We will see you at the upcoming conferences in February! 

 

Our 4th grade students are busy!  We have begun learning about Wisconsin's 
incredible history.  We'll be covering everything from our state's last Ice Age up 
to our modern era. We'll also be studying our state government - leading up to 
our Capitol visit on April 4th. In math, we're learning about fractions including 
how to compare fractions with unlike denominators.  In science, we're studying 
optical engineering - learning about the properties of light and how to solve 
problems using light.  For health, we'll be covering our Maturing and Sexual 
Health (MASH) curriculum on March 23rd.  Parents will be invited to attend.    

 
 
  We have finished our second round of STAR testing in reading/math, and we are so proud of the growth the students showed!  We 
will be sharing the results with you at conferences in February!  We’ve been working hard on multiplication, division and fractions in math!  
Even with all the new skills we’re learning, we continue to review decimals, elapsed time, and line plots!  We have also been reading and 
learning about matter in science!  Students have learned about chemical and physical properties and how to determine the properties in 
elements!  We’ve wrapped up our unit on Colonial Times and we are moving on to The Revolutionary War in social studies!  We are excited 
about our two field trips in February to see the UW Marching Band, and to The Beloit International Film Festival to be movie critics! 
As always, thank you for your support!  We look forward to meeting with you at conferences at the end of February! 
 

 

 
 

Mark your calendar for the sing dates: 
 

2nd grade:  Thursday, March 8, 2018  
10:00-11:00 am “The Power of Music” 

3rd grade:  Friday, March 9, 2018  
11:00-12:00 noon “The Power of Music” 

4th grade:  Thursday, March 8, 2018  
1:00-2:00 pm “We Haz Jazz” 

5th grade:  Thursday, March 8, 2018  
8:30-9: 30 am “We Haz Jazz” 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8qGq62BaTk0AvE.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0dGl1YnU3BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANkYjNhMzU2NTdmMWQ3YTg0MDVkODcwZjBiYzY0NmZiZARncG9zAzI4MARpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=winter+clip+art&fr=yfp-t&nost=1&tab=organic&ri=280&w=750&h=404&imgurl=nafme.org/wp-content/files/2014/10/winter-pic-1-750x404.jpg&rurl=http://www.nafme.org/how-do-you-choose-music-for-your-christmasholidaywinter-or-non-holidaydecember-concert/&size=54.0KB&name=How+do+you+choose+music+for+your+Christmas/Holiday/%3Cb%3EWinter%3C/b%3E+...&p=winter+clip+art&oid=db3a35657f1d7a8405d870f0bc646fbd&fr2=&fr=yfp-t&tt=How+do+you+choose+music+for+your+Christmas/Holiday/%3Cb%3EWinter%3C/b%3E+...&b=241&ni=288&no=280&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=13cb1d4vg&sigb=1322gts03&sigi=11rk9mh36&sigt=1247f4ovp&sign=1247f4ovp&.crumb=FWVkOHqL/nM&fr=yfp-t


 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination and helps children discover who they are. 
Here’s what you can do to help children develop stronger reading skills and a love for reading: 

• Set the example. Let children see you read. 
• Have a collection of books in your home. Update this collection routinely to keep up  

with changing tastes and reading skills. 
• Support our school’s Book Fair. Allow your children to choose their own books  

to read.  
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into our school. It’s a 
wonderful selection of engaging and affordable books for every reading level. Please make plans to visit our book 
fair and be involved in shaping your child’s reading habits.  

Book fair dates: Tuesday, February 20th, Wednesday, February 21st and Thursday, February 22nd 
Shopping hours: Tuesday: 3:08-3:30 and Wednesday: 4:00-8:00 and Thursday: 9:00-noon and 2:00-6:00 PM 
Special activities: Take your picture looking like a pet using the green screen! Guess how many dog treats and 
goldfish are in the jars to have a chance to win a book and vote for your favorite pet! 
If you are unable to attend the fair in person, we invite you to visit our online book fair at scholastic.com/fair. 
Our Online fair is available from 02/13 - 02/26. 
 
If you are unable to attend the fair in person, we invite you to visit our online book fair at 
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/washingtonelementaryschool166 
Our online fair is available from February 19th - February 27th 
We look forward to seeing you and your family at our book fair! Remember, all purchases benefit our school.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mrs. Biege 
Innovation Specialist 
kbiege@janesville.k12.wi.us 
743-7236 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/washingtonelementaryschool166


Telephone 
Messages

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO DOGS 
ALLOWED ON 

SCHOOL 
GROUNDS! 

 

 

Parents, thank you for 
communicating after 
school plans for your 

child so he or she 
knows where to go 
after dismissal.  We 

realize that 
emergencies or a 
change of plans 

happen.  If you need 
to call the office to 
leave a message for 

your child, PLEASE 
call prior to 2:30.  It 
becomes difficult to 
locate classes to give 
messages after this 
time.  Thank you! 

Please mark on your calendar the upcoming events: 
May 22, 2018 5th Grade Elementary Track Meet 8:15-11:30 
May 23, 2018 4th Grade Elementary Track Meet 8:15-11:30 
May 24, 2018 Rain Date Elementary Track Meet 8:15-11:30 

 
 
 
 

What We Are Learning in PE…..     
 
Grades K-5 
Students have been working on Kidnastics/Gymnastics.  Kidnastics is a form of gymnastics in which 
the students are introduced to a roll, a balance, a jump, or a vault and then they go practice that skill in 
different environments.  The students would practice a front scale on a flat mat, a wide bench, a 
narrow low balance beam, a narrow high balance beam, a BOSU ball, and a car tire.  The students 
would become very skilled at the front scale due to practicing it on a variety of different pieces of 
equipment.  While all of the mats were down for Kidnastics and several different pieces of apparatus 
(parallel bars, balance beams, ropes, cargo net, ladder, vaulting boxes and climbing wall) we moved 
into the Monkey Club.  The theme of the course was I can climb, I can hang, I can balance, and I can 
roll.  The gym was set up like an obstacle course in which the students had to move through the course 
without touching the gym floor and complete various challenges along the way.  You may have seen 
the bookmarks/certificates that the students earned as they completed the challenges throughout the 
gym.  The students really enjoyed The Monkey Club and are a little sad to see all of the equipment get 
packed up and put away for another school year.  As always, when asked, what was your favorite…. 
the swinging rope gets the award. Upcoming units include the heart course, scarf juggling/speed 
stacks, floor hockey and basketball. 
 
Grades 3-5 
Students enjoyed our jump rope unit.  We began the unit with single ropes, followed by partner ropes, 
then long ropes, double Dutch ropes, jump bands, and finally, the big rope.  February 8th was our Jump 
Rope for Heart event where your child learned about the importance of taking care of his/her heart and 
how it works. In addition, the funds raised support the American Heart Association’s research and 
education initiatives that help save lives in our community.  
 
Grades K-2 
The students in grades K-2 completed the Kidnastics/Gymnastics Unit along with The Monkey Club.  
For many students this was their first experience with all of the balance beams, parallel bars, cargo 
net, ropes, and ladders.  It was fun to witness the excitement on all of the students’ faces as they 
entered the gym and looked around.  Sitting for the safety rules first was quite the challenge! 
 
Students began our rhythms/jump rope unit.  We continue to learn about muscles and bones and ways 
to keep our bodies healthy.  Locomotor skills (walk, run, gallop skip, hop, jump and leap) are 
continually being practiced and reviewed. They are the basis for all movements. Upcoming units 
include the heart course, scarf juggling/speed stacks, floor hockey and basketball. 
 



A Few  From our 
January 2018 was a very busy month in our art studio.  On the first day back from winter break, I delivered 
two collaborative art projects that are now on display at City Hall. Please feel 
free to visit the City Council Chambers on the 4th floor of City Hall to check out 
the display of elementary art projects. We had seven students submit projects for 
the PTA Reflections Program. Those entries were also due as soon as we 
returned from winter break.  Then we immediately started creating collaborative 
Martin Luther King, Jr. projects which were displayed at the annual Martin 
Luther King event at Blackhawk Technical College on Saturday, January 13th.   
 
During the second half of January students worked on creating their original 
Square 1 Art projects. Be looking for your child’s custom catalog featuring their 
artwork.  The school earns profit from ever order that is placed with your 
child’s very own original art! Check out the variety of products at 
www.square1art.com/shop. There is also a display of sample products in our 
cafeteria.  
 
Remember that our Going Places backpacks continue to be available for checkout in the Family Resource 
Center. The story and message continue on with a new array of supplies. Please know that all projects that 
are brought into school will be displayed at our 5th Annual Ishful Art Event in March. 
 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 15th, 2018.  This is an evening to enjoy making and viewing art. 
This is one week earlier than the date listed in the PTA calendar as I will be presenting with a team of other 
Wisconsin art teachers at the National Art Convention in Seattle, WA.  I will be part of “Carousel of 
Learning: Art Fairs.” Our 5th Annual Ishful Art Event will happen from 5:30–7:30 PM in the lower level 
of our school.  Students will be selecting and displaying their art, and there will be a variety of art and art-
related activities for everyone to enjoy. 
 
 
Remember, our art studio has a Facebook page.  Please like our page to enjoy your students in action.  
Search for Washington’s Creative Artists on Facebook or follow this link.  
https://www.facebook.com/washingtonscreativeartists?fref=ts 
 
Gee Gee Jannene * Washington’s Art Teacher * 608-774-2769 
gjannene@janesville.k12.wi.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.square1art.com/shop
https://www.facebook.com/washingtonscreativeartists?fref=ts
mailto:gjannene@janesville.k12.wi.us


STEAM Statements 
STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Math 

Our Robotics Club/First Lego League teams and our Art Coding Club are the two after school clubs that are 
part of our STEAM team. Both clubs are currently offered to our 4th and 5th grade students.  We will be 
inviting some 3rd grade students to start coding in April. 

First Lego League ended at winter break.  We had two teams at Washington this year; with one of our teams 
advancing to Sectionals.  We are happy to share that our Washington’s Makers & Movers Robotics team 
was one of the 49 teams from across the state that competed at the First Lego League Sectional Competition 
at Marshall Middle School on Saturday, December 16th.  Congratulations to the team as they earned the 
Judges Award.  They stood out to the judges for three reasons: their personally created tie-dyed shirts, 
selecting and addressing the complex Monterey Dam removal problem in our community, and the 3D 
model supporting this project.  They were also nominated for the Inspiration Award. You can check out 
their Judges Award plaque as it is proudly displayed in our main office. The 3D model is currently 
displayed in the City Council chambers on the 4th floor of City Hall.  You are welcome to visit City Hall 
and check out our project along with art projects from many of our Janesville elementary schools.  All 
projects will be on display until February 23rd, 2018. Here is a link to the slide presentation we created, 
recapping our First Lego League season. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kghcbgWuIFz2fqXtLhIAzBRrYmZHpdVNlULhZeUNPqo/edit#sli
de=id.g2d3964db7d_0_366 

Our Art Coding Club meets after school all year long on Thursdays.  You may hear students talking about 
CS-First and/or Scratch.  CS-First is the computer science program we use to teach coding as students learn 
Scratch programming under the Art platform; each week there is a different art form attached to the weekly 
programming lesson. Students explore animation, painting, digital art, architecture, and graffiti art while 
learning to write code.  

We will end our coding year with a Technology Fair on Thursday, May 17th from 4:30-5:30 PM. Please 
mark your calendars for this all school event.  Students are currently creating programs that they are excited 
to share with others.  This is also a time to share other technology that is available to our students here at 
Washington Elementary. 

Please feel free to reach out to us if you would like to know more about STEAM at our school. 

Mrs. Biege and Mrs. Jannene 
kbiege@janesville.k12.wi.us or 

gjannene@janesville.k12.wi.us 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kghcbgWuIFz2fqXtLhIAzBRrYmZHpdVNlULhZeUNPqo/edit#slide=id.g2d3964db7d_0_366
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kghcbgWuIFz2fqXtLhIAzBRrYmZHpdVNlULhZeUNPqo/edit#slide=id.g2d3964db7d_0_366
mailto:kbiege@janesville.k12.wi.us
mailto:gjannene@janesville.k12.wi.us


Public School Open Enrollment Timelines 
 
The State of Wisconsin has announced the application period for open enrollment (also known as public school choice) begins in 
February for the following school year.  Open Enrollment laws permit children to attend a public school in a school district other 
than the one in which they live.   
 
The open enrollment application period for the 2018-2019 school year is from February 5, 2018 – April 30, 2018.   Parents are 
encouraged to apply on-line at https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment. Although on-line application is recommended, paper 
applications may be obtained from the Department of Public Instruction or any school district after January 15, 2018 and must be 
delivered (hand-delivery is recommended) to the nonresident school district during the application period. Paper applications to 
attend Janesville must be submitted to the Administrative Services Department no later than 4:00 p.m. on April 30th (a postmark 
does not constitute timely submission).  Applications turned in prior to February 5th  will be returned as not valid and must be 
resubmitted after February 5th but before April 30th. 
 
Enrollment in a requested school or program is subject to space and other limitations and is not guaranteed. Transportation is the 
responsibility of the parent. 
 
Under School District of Janesville board policy, students who attended the district under open enrollment the previous year are 
not required to reapply for the following school year.  
 
An application is required for each sibling in the family.  For example, if a family has one child in elementary school that has 
been approved for open enrollment and a new student entering kindergarten next year, the student entering kindergarten must 
apply for open enrollment in order to attend the School District of Janesville. 
 
Parents will be informed in June whether their open enrollment applications have been approved or denied.  The student’s school 
or program placement will be provided in June.  
 
If you have questions, please contact the Administrative Services Office at 743-5006.    
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Moving 
 

If you will be moving from your current home address, please contact the Washington school office at 743-7200 as soon as 
possible to determine what paperwork you will need to fill out for your child to continue attending his/her current school.  
Please note:  if you are moving to an address outside the School District of Janesville, in most cases your child is eligible to 
continue attending the School District of Janesville as long as you complete the appropriate paperwork within the required 
timeline. 
 
If you have any questions about school placement for a particular address please contact Administrative Services Office at 
743-5006.  The Administrative Services Office is open year round.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment


Periodo de Inscripción Abierta para las Escuelas Públicas 
 
El Estado de Wisconsin ha anunciado que el periodo de aplicaciones para inscripción abierta  (también 
conocido como preferencia de escuela pública), comienza en febrero para el próximo año escolar.  Las leyes 
de Inscripción Abierta permiten que los niños asistan a una escuela pública en un distrito escolar, fuera del 
distrito en el que viven.   
 
El periodo de solicitud para Inscripción Abierta para el año escolar 2018-19, es del 5 de febrero y el 30 abril 
de 2018.  Se recomienda que los padres llenen su solicitud por internet en: https://dpi.wi.gov/open-
enrollment. Aunque se recomienda la solicitud por internet, pueden obtenerse los formularios de solicitud 
en el Departamento de Instrucción Pública o en cualquier distrito escolar, después del 15 de enero de 2018 y 
tienen que entregarse (se recomienda la entrega en persona) al distrito escolar de no residencia, durante el 
periodo de solicitud.  Las solicitudes tienen que entregarse en el Departamento de Servicios 
Administrativos, antes del las 4:00 p.m. del 30 abril  (un sello del correo no constituye la entrega oportuna).  
Las solicitudes entregadas antes del 5 de febrero, serán devueltas como no válidas y tendrán que ser 
presentadas de nuevo después del 5 de febrero, pero antes del 30 abril. 
 
La inscripción en un programa o en una escuela que se solicita, está sujeta al espacio y a otras limitaciones y 
no está garantizada.  La transportación es responsabilidad de los padres. 
 
Bajo la política del comité del Distrito Escolar de Janesville, los estudiantes que asistieron al distrito bajo la 
inscripción abierta el año anterior, no necesitan llenar una solicitud de nuevo para el año escolar siguiente. 
 
Se requiere una solicitud para cada niño en la familia.  Por ejemplo, si una familia tiene un niño en la 
primaria que ha sido aprobado para la inscripción abierta y a un nuevo estudiante entrando al Kínder el 
próximo año, el estudiante entrando al Kínder tiene que aplicar para la inscripción abierta, para poder asistir 
al Distrito Escolar de Janesville. 
 
Se les informará a los padres en el mes de Abril, si su solicitud de inscripción abierta ha sido aprobada o 
rechazada.  La colocación en el programa o escuela del estudiante, será notificada en el mes de Mayo.  
 
Si tiene preguntas, por favor llame a la Oficina de Servicios Administrativos al 743-5006.   
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Do not park and leave 
your vehicle in this 

area.  After you Stop 
and Drop, please 

remember to 
GO…Many children 
are being dropped off 

and your child will 
join these children 

walking to the 
playground or doors.  

If you feel more 
comfortable, you can 
park your car outside 

of the Stop-Drop & Go 
area and walk your 

child to the 
appropriate area. 

Also for 
safety 

reasons, 
please drop 

children off at 
the Street. 
DO NOT  

pull into the 
parking lot. 

Important Attendance Reminders for Parents 
If you know your child will be absent, please call Washington’s attendance number before school 
starts.  The number is 608-743-7230. 
 
Parent excused absences:  According to School District Regulation 5141.1, there is a 10 day limit 
for parental excused absences in a school year.  After the limit is reached, all future absences during 
the school year will be considered unexcused/truant unless they meet the following exceptions: 
funeral for family member, written medical excuse, court or legal procedure, religious holiday or 
principal excused.  Please let us know in advance if you have a planned vacation or will be out of 
town. 
 
Truancy/unexcused absences:  Under state law, any student absent without an acceptable excuse, 
part of or all of five (5) or more days on which school is held during a semester is considered 
habitual truant.  State law requires that parents/guardians of habitually truant students meet with the 
building administrator. 
 
Tardies:  It is important that all students arrive to school on time.  The school day starts at 8:15.  
Being late for school hurts a child’s learning more than it would seem.  A student who is late 10 
minutes everyday will miss almost 30 hours of instruction during the year.  Being late affects a 
student’s learning and academic growth. 
 
Thank you for making sure your child is on time. 

Please label all of your child’s winter outerwear!  This includes boots, snow pants, hats, mittens, 
scarves, and jackets.  If you are missing items, please feel free to check the lost and found, or 
encourage your child to do so. 
 
A reminder to our families about weather-related closings and delays notifications:  The Infinite 
Campus Messenger System will serve as our primary means of notification.  We urge you to supply 
your student’s school with your contact information and updates as changes occur.  WCLO and 
additional radio and TV stations will be contacted regarding school closings or delays.  Closing and 
delay information will be posted no later than 6:00 a.m.  
 
Decisions on cancellation of schools are made in coordination with both the Janesville Transit 
System and Van Galder Bus Company.  They are also based on the passage of city streets, safety of 
rural students, and information from the county highway and city street departments.  The final 
decision to delay or close rests with Superintendent Steve Pophol.  Parents always have the option 
of keeping their child home due to inclement weather.  You must call our school to report your 
decision to keep your child home. 
 
Elementary breakfast will not be served when school has been delayed.  Schools do not close early 
to avoid incoming snow or ice storms.  This policy is to protect children who may get home before 
their parents and have no access or supervision at home.  There will be no athletic contests and 
practices on days school is called off for weather reasons.   
 

 


